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SUBJECT: PROPOSED DIRECTIVE ON AIR COMPRESSOR NOISE 
EMISSIONS 

1. THE COMMISSION’S PROPOSED DIRECTIVE (COM (78) 121 FINAL) 

OF MARCH 22, 1978 WOULD ESTABLISH COMMUNITY- WIDE NOISE 
LEVEL STANDARDS FOR AIR COMPRESSORS. THE U.S. COMPRESSED 
AIR AND GAS INSTITUTE (CAGI) HAS CONTACTED USDOC TO EXPRESS 
ITS CONCERN WITH THE PROPOSAL S ADVERSE EFFECTS ON U.S. 

EXPORTS. THE PROPOSED STANDARDS ARE SUBSTANTIALLY MORE 
STRINGENT THAN EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
(EPA) LEVELS, AND THE INSTITUTE FREES SUCH A DIVERGENCE 
WOULD BE A SERIOUS IMPEDIMENT TO U.S. EXPORTS. U.S. FIRMS 
EXPORTED $6.2 MILLION WORTH OF THESE COMPRESSORS TO THE EC 
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IN 1977. 

2. THE MISSION SHOULD RAISE THIS PROBLEM WITH THE COMMIS- 
SION AND SHOULD REQUEST THAT THE COMMISSION CONSIDER THE 
FOLLOWING CAGI-SUGGESTED ALTERNATIVE: 

A. THE COMMISSION S SOUND POWER LEVELS LISTED IN ARTICLE 
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4 OF THE EC PROPOSED DIRECTIVE, EFFECTIVE TO DEC. 31, 1983, 

SHOULD BE CHANGED TO LEVELS MORE COMMENSURATE WITH EPA 
STANDARDS. THOSE MORE COMPATIBLE LEVELS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

1 TO 5 M/MIN.- — 102 DBA 

5 TO 10 M/MIN. 103 DBA 

ABOVE 10 M/MIN.- — 106 DBA 

OR ALTERNATEIVELY, 

1 TO 10 M/MIN. 102 DBA 

ABOVE 10 M/MIN.- — 106 DBA 

B. PROPOSED FUTURE SOUND POWER LEVELS LISTED IN THE TABLE 
IN ARTICLE 4 OF THE PROPOSED DIRECTIVE, EFFECTIVE AFTER 
JAN. 1, 1983 SHOULD BE DELETED. 

3. CAGI SUSTAINS THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS WITH THE FOLLOWING 
RATIONALE. IF 2 (A) WERE ADOPTED, EC SOUND POWER LEVELS 
WOULD BE COMPATIBLE WITH SOUND PRESSURE LEVELS IN THE EPA 
NOISE EMISSION STANDARD FOR PORTABLE AIR COMPRESSORS. 

ARTICLE 4'S SECOND-STAGE NOISE STANDARDS. TO BE EFFECTIVE 
AFTER JAN. 1, 1983, OUGHT TO BE DELETED BECAUSE COMPLIANCE 
WITH COMPATIBLE EPA AND EC SOUND LEVELS WOULD MAKE PORTABLE 
AIR COMPRESSORS AMONG THE QUIETEST MACHINERY ON CONSTRUC- 
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TION SITES, AND FURTHER REDUCTION TO THE PROPOSED JAN. 1. 

1983 LEVELS WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY UNTIL OTHER MACHINES HAD 
BEEN SIMILARLY REDUCED. FURTHERMORE, EPA HAS NO INTENTION, 

AT THIS TIME, OF REDUCING PERMISSIBLE LEVELS 5 DB BELOW 
THE CURRENT STANDARD. SUCH REDUCTION COULD ALWAYS BE EF- 
FECTED AT A LATER DATE IF THE STATE OF THE ART IMPROVES 
AND IF FURTHER NOISE REDUCTION IS ENVIRONMENTALLY 
NECESSARY AND FEASIBLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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